Istanbul exchange 2011



After several meetings with students, teachers and parents at school, at last we could start from Kölntor to Cologne Airport on Friday, 11.03.2011. Fifteen students and the two teachers were ready to go: Sina Schaefer, Heike Strick, Diana Oswald, Eda Yilmaz, Laura Porta, Julia Porta, Nadine Fauser, Lucas Rütt, David Schuba, Robin Grau, David Abhari, Cem Tercanli, Frederik Jöbges, René Heuser, Yannik Janke, Mr Schuba and Mrs Carthaus. 
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After a successful checkin the aircraft started on time at 15:40 and landed about 3 hours later. At the airport we met our partners and teachers and after this ceremony we went to school by mini school buses, where we were warmly welcomed by our host families. Then we went home with them and each student spent his weekend in the family with various sightseeing trips. 

Special Highlights of the weekend were the Beylerbeyi Palast, the Girlstower, the Golden Horn, Topkapi Palast, Miniatürk.

Beylerbeyi Mehmet Pasha of Murat III. built this beautiful summer house in the second half of the 16th Century. Trees, pools and statues create the palace garden.

This elegant tower is one of the landmarks of Istanbul. It is on a flat peninsula, which is an extension of Salacak Mountains.

The Topkapi Palace was the Ottomans after the conquest of Istanbul in the 15th Century and was built in the seat of the sultans of the Ottoman Empire and is now a museum.

Monday:

After a fantastic weekend the students met enthusiastically at school and told each other about their wonderful weekend.


Most impressive was the "Monday ceremony” - the Turkish National Anthem sung by all Turkish students in their assembly hall and some most successful students were officially honored.


Two Power Point presentations informed about the Istek Belde School and the cultural background of the Turkish students.


After lunch, we danced in a 'body percussion' lesson and painted a reminder banner 'You'll never walk alone'. 

Tuesday:

After meeting at school we went by bus to the famous Dolmabahçe Palace, which lies on the European shore of the Bosphorus. Since his mid-19th Century it was the residence of the Sultan.

After the lunch break in the Beşiktaş stadium, we went to the Grand Bazaar to shop for an hour.

This bazaar is set up like a maze, with countless stalls with various offers and it is one of the oldest bazaars in the world. 

On foot we went to Sultan Ahmet.

This is the main mosque Isantbul's and is also called the Blue Mosque. It is the only mosque in the world that has six minarets. 

Wednesday:

After we had crossed the Bosporus by boat we walked to the Galata Tower.

This tower was once used as an observation point for Istanbul. Today it is used as a viewing platform for tourists. 

After we had finished the cultural sights, we got two hours for shopping in the Beyoğlu. It is one of the most famous and beautiful streets on the European Side of Istanbul. 

Near by is the German School and the Goethe-Institut.

Thursday:

The first hour we spent at school. After a short ride by bus we visited the Istinye Park.

This shopping center is huge in size, with countless shops, attractions and many opportunities for shopping, socialisiring and relaxing.


In the evening there was a farewell party at school and they also arranged the "Vorexamensparty" for the 12th class. 

Friday:

The last morning you could see nothing but sadness by students and teachers. At last they organized a quiz about the sights and points of interest we visited in Istanbul.

Every German student received a certificate of this wonderful trip to a very impressive city. We took a “Goodbye”-group photo and were accompanied to the airport. All students are looking forward to meeting in May.

For all of us the Istanbul exchange was an unforgettable experience, and if we get another chance to have a visit like this, we would like to grab the opportunity. Finally, it's time to say “Thank You” to all the organizers and participants and “Hello in Germany”. 

