ESN EXCHANGE REPORT

Host country and town: Spain, Zaragoza

Duration of exchange:  A week or a bit more because of the volcanic eruption.

How long did you wait before you found an exchange partner?  About two days

What kind of help and information did you get from your school coordinator?

Almost everything. She told me that there was a chance for an exchange program and then there was a student who had wanted to come here too. And she also helped me with the paper work.

What did you know or think about the host country before the exchange? 

I had just known what we studied at the history class and some things. Before the trip I thought that there were narrow streets and alleys.

Describe your experiences during the first two or three days in the host country.

The host family was very kind and nice with me. Adrian's father is a very funny person, his mother is also very kind and helpful. I could get on well with them and with his brothers too. The first day we went to a disco and a bar and watched the match of Barcelona and Real Madrid. And I was taken for a sightseeing tour. Zaragoza is a very beautiful and amazing city. A very calm and comfortable place.

Describe the last few days you spent in the host country.

The last few days were a bit long. I wanted to stay there but I had to come home. But the plane didn't leave because of the smoke that came from the volcano. After a few hours searching we found another date to travel and I managed to come home almost in time. But the days were really good and special. We went to the babtist of his cousin's daughter. And after that we had lunch at an expensive restaurant which functions as a sports centre too.

How were your school days organized at the host school? 

The days depended on what classes Adrian had. If there was a class where I didn't want to take part in I just could go to the library or the English teachers’ department. The teachers were like in Hungary but not that strict like here.

How did you spend your free time during the exchange? 

I didn't have much free time. There were always things to do. But when I had some free time I was talking with my family and friend. I had a chance to communicate with my relatives.

What where the most surprising or interesting cultural differences that you encountered?

In the bars I was able to throw the rubbish to the floor. It is the tradition there. But there aren't huge differences. I had already known that the football has an important part in Spain. They watch the matches in bars, and the atmosphere is amazing. People are very informal and nice.

How do the people in the host country differ from the people in your home country?

At the weekends we don't usually have time to rest. But there- like in Italy- people have a period to rest. They eat five times like here but there they take it really serious. Because we in Hungary don't eat much for elevenses. The temperament of people is a bit different, but I didn't experience much difference.

Summary

I can speak Spanish a little bit faster . My Spanish has improved. Moreover, I made new friends. 
I recommend this exchange to the students who would like to develop their skills in the host countries’ languages or just want to practise English or want to see another country and city.

 The exchange was absolutely great. I wouldn't do anything differently next time.

