ESN EXCHANGE REPORT  

My school coordinator Elina looked for me exchange student  and I am very glad that she found just Julia. Elina also told me some other stuff from the exchange. I didn’t know so many things about Holland before my exchange, only some very general issues like windmills, tulips, canals…  

I travelled to Holland in May for one week.. I lived there in a old town called Leiden. Before my trip I and my exchange student Julia sent lots of e-mails and couple of letters with some pictures to each other.

It was really exciting to meet the host family on the first time. Little by little I pretended to speak more and I noticed that the family was very nice. The first days I and Julia walked around Leiden and we also visited in Amsterdam. It was nice that Julia had Monday and Tuesday free from school at the beginning of exchange.. At their home I also recognized better to family. I and Julia were very much with Jalna and Simone which were too exchange students. We went to many funny places whit them together.. The last day Julia had her16-birthday party where I met Julia’s friends and we go by train to the beach.

At school I went with Julia to her lessons but I was also couple of lessons with Jalna and Simone. Usually I made my own homework because I didn’t understand any word Dutch.

When we had free time we made little trips by train and by bike. We also visited in small cafes and went to different kind of shops.

I think the most surprising cultural differences were that everybody in Holland really use their bikes and there were plenty of bicycles. The schools food system was too very different because everybody takes breads with them instead of getting warm meal. Dutch people like also very much to put chocolate on the breads and they eat it often.

Maybe, people in Holland do different kinds of things in their free time because Holland and Finland are quite different lands.. Holland has also more foreigners than Finland.

I think I learned much English and now I can speak it more fluently. I learnt plenty about Holland and their culture and I think that it was very good experience. Now after my exchange I have also good friends from Holland.

So, thank you for everyone!

